
 

Special Educational Needs Local Offer: 

How does NEEAPS know if my child needs extra help? 

All students are referred to NEEAPS via their main stream on a Positive 
Referral or sometimes, in the case of students with medical needs, via their 
Consultant and Essex LEA. 

NEEAPS receives detailed information from your child’s school on their 
needs and also their academic progress data. If your child has a Statement 
of Special Educational Needs, we will receive a copy of this, which will give 
us information about your child’s needs and the support they need. When 
your child starts here you will be invited to a meeting with the Campus 
Leader and your child will come on an initial visit. 

There is an Induction Programme at all Campuses, during which your child 
will be assessed. 

What should I do if I think my child may have special educational 
needs? 

Contact the SENCO Team (Mrs S Miller – lead SENCO, Mr A Webber, 
Primary Campus and Ms N Readman, KS 3 Campus). Alternatively, 
contact the campus leaders or the Home School Engagement Mentors 

How will I know how NEEAPS supports my child? 

There are regular PLP (Personal Learning Plan) meetings, where targets 
and interventions will be agreed with you, your child and the Key Tutor. 
There will also be regular contact with your child’s key Tutor. 

How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs? 

All teachers have access to the SEND register, which is regularly up dated. 
Any additional information about your child’s needs is also made available 
to all teachers. If your child has a Statement of Special Educational Needs 
this will give information about your child’s needs and the support they 
need. This ensures that all teachers are aware of student’s needs, 
strengths and difficulties. Teachers adapt their lessons and the work to suit 
the learning styles of the students and will provide suitable resources. All 
students have access to the core curriculum and additional 1:1 support, if 
needed. 

How will I know how my child is doing? 



Academic review days are held once a term. This is when you will meet 
with your child’s Key Tutor to discuss your child’s progress. You will also 
receive regular written reports. Your child’s Key Tutor may invite you in for 
additional review meetings. Also, if you have a concern you can request a 
meeting. If your child has a Statement of Special Educational Needs, you 
will also be invited to the Annual Review Meetings. You will receive positive 
postcards, letters, the POTA scores (Points other than Academic) and 
telephone calls. If an issue has occurred during the day, the Key Tutor will 
call to discuss it. All work is levelled and this is recorded on the work, along 
with targets for improvement. It is always possible to see your child’s work, 
on request. 

How will you help me to support my child’s leaning? 

NEEAPS will work in partnership with you, by providing regular feedback 
on your child’s progress and any issues that may have arisen. Home 
School Engagement Mentors are based at each campus, and can offer you 
support. 

What support will there be for my child’s overall well-being? 

The student’s physical, social and emotional well-being and development is 
considered to be as important as academic progress. These are developed 
through our small campuses and the system of key tutors. All students 
have a risk assessment, which is regularly up-dated. There are regular 
opportunities for physical activities and team building at all campuses. 

We also have an on-site CAMHS’s Counsellor, a School Counsellor and 
Home School Engagement Mentors. We can also refer to outside agencies 

We encourage all students to have a healthy diet and not to smoke. We 
use external professionals to support us with Sex Education, Drugs 
Education and other well-being issues. 

What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by 
the school? 

CAMHS (Child and Adolescent mental Health Service), School Counsellor, 
School Nurse, EYPDAS (Essex Young People’s Drug and Alcohol 
Support), Social Care, Family Solutions and other services as appropriate. 
NEEAPS has three SENCO’s who are available to give advice or talk to 
you if you have concerns. We also offer a Literacy Intervention which 
enables students to make excellent progress with their literacy. 



What training have the staff supporting children and young people 
with SEND had or having? 

Staff have received training on the New Code of Practice and SEND 
conditions and strategies. A handbook has also been prepared by the 
SENCO on SEND and strategies, which is available to all staff, and is 
regularly updated. There is regular external training on specialist areas 
such as Autism and an on-going programme of staff training. Many of our 
staff have additional ‘SEND’ qualifications. 

How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom, 
including school trips? 

All students have the opportunity to take part in activities outside the 
classroom, such as horse riding, judo and gym, in addition to singing and 
music lessons on-site weekly, depending on the Campus. There are 
regular trips, for example to Mersea Outdoor Activity Centre. Inclusion in 
these activities is dependent on the child’s POTA scores and risk 
assessment, as the safety of all students is important. 

How accessible is the school environment? 

The Primary campus is completely wheel chair accessible. Our other 
centres are partially accessible. 

How will the school prepare and support my child when joining 
NEEAPS or transferring to a new school or post-16 provision? 

When a student joins NEEAPS, the parent and student attend the Campus 
for a meeting with the Campus Leader. There will be an initial visit for the 
student, to the campus. A Home School Engagement Mentor will make a 
home visit when information will be collected and made available to all 
staff. Students are placed on an Induction Programme when they join 
NEEAPS. We can help with arranging transport and arrange for a Travel 
Trainer if appropriate. 

From Year 9 onwards, Transition Pathways are invited to all Annual 
Reviews that take place. When a student is ready to transfer to another 
provision, a Re-integration Protocol is drawn up, which outlines all their 
needs. This goes to the new school. If the student has a Statement of 
Special Needs, the LEA Statutory Assessment Service supports the 
transfer and help to find an appropriate placement, especially if a Special 
School placement is appropriate. Transition is carefully planned and the 
student will make visits to the new placement before moving completely. 



Post-16 we liaise with the different possible pathways, in conjunction with 
the transition pathways service and the targeted Youth Service, if relevant. 

How are the school’s resources allocated and matched to children’s 
special educational needs? 

We receive additional funding for all students who have a special 
educational needs or disability, however this is not allocated on an 
individual basis, but used to benefit all students. However, for all students 
we have a high teacher / pupil ratio, additional Teaching Assistant support 
and a good level of resources. 

How is the decision made about how much / what support my child 
will receive? 

All parents have the opportunity to meet with their child’s Key Tutor 
regularly and will be involved in planning the support needed to address 
any specific or individual needs. If your child has a Statement of Special 
Educational Need, this is used to inform us about your child’s needs and 
the support they will need. 

How will I be involved in discussions about and planning for my 
child? 

There are regular PLP (Personal Learning Plan) meetings and Academic 
Review days, where your child’s needs will be discussed and targets and 
interventions will be agreed with you, your child and the Key Tutor. If your 
child has a Statement of Special Educational Needs, this will be used to 
ensure that the needs that have been identified in the Statement are met. 
There will also be regular contact with your child’s key Tutor. 

Who can I contact for further information? 

Campus Leaders, the SENCo Team, the Key Tutor or the Home School 
Engagement Mentors, depending on the issue. 
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