
KEY STAGE 3 

Students taught within the Centre: 
 
All students in Years 7-9 taught within the Centre will study the following course outline: 
 

AUTUMN 1 READING SKILLS WRITING SKILLS 
NOVEL  Comprehension skills Paragraphing 
  How to use Point, Evidence, Explanation Using direct speech 
The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas 

Embedding quotations Planning 

Holes Analysing how a writer creates tension in 
a passage 

Conventions of writing a speech  

Stone Cold Analysing how a writer creates character 
in a passage 

Using colons and semi colons 

War Horse Analysing how a writer develops a 
character over the novel 

Designing a new book cover and 
writing a blurb 

  Comparing and contrasting characters  Using antonyms 
  How to write a good literary essay Conventions of writing a journal  
  Redrafting skills   
AUTUMN 2 READING SKILLS WRITING SKILLS 
ARGUE, PERSUADE, 
INSTRUCT 

Comprehension Persuasive Writing - 
leaflet/brochure 

  How to develop PEE (PEED) Using connectives 
  Analysing persuasive techniques using 

terminology 
Using complex sentences 

  Analysing presentational devices Opening and closing writing 
  Analysing rhetorical devices using 

terminology 
Figurative language in non-fiction 
texts 

  Analysing an author's ideas Counter argument - Conventions of 
writing a letter  

  Comparing two texts Presenting other people's 
viewpoints 

    Using evidence to support 
viewpoints 

    Writing to advise 
    Writing personally (first person) 
SPRING 1 READING SKILLS WRITING SKILLS 
INFORM, EXPLAIN Comprehension skills Planning 
  Note taking skills Paragraphing 
  Synthesising information Conventions of writing a magazine 

article 
  Analysing figurative language in non-

fiction texts 
Writing to explain  

  Analysing humour in non-fiction texts Writing to inform  
  Analysing structure in non-fiction texts Writing impersonally (third person) 
  Comparing two texts   



SPRING 2 READING SKILLS WRITING SKILLS 
DRAMA Comprehension skills Writing in role - soliloquy/dramatic 

monologue 
  Embedding quotations Conventions of writing a report  
  Analysing how a character develops over 

the play 
  

  Analysing how a theme develops over 
the play 

  

  How to write a literary essay   
  Using terminology   
      
SUMMER 1 READING SKILLS WRITING SKILLS 
POETRY Unseen skills Conventions of writing an 

interview  
  Timed essays Conventions of writing a 

newspaper report 
  Comparing two poems   
      
SUMMER 2 READING SKILLS WRITING SKILLS 
NARRATE, DESCRIBE Analysing openings Creating openings 
  Analysing endings Creating endings 
  Analysing narrative perspectives/points 

of view 
Creating narrative 
perspectives/points of view 

  Analysing character Creating character 
  Analysing atmospheric descriptions Creating atmospheric descriptions 
  Analysing narrative/descriptive passages Creating narrative/descriptive 

passages 
      

 
 
Students taught within the Field: 
 
All students taught within the Field will follow a course specified by the referring school.  
 

 
Accreditation: 
 
Accreditation is available to Year 9 students through the AQA Silver Step Up To English Entry 
Level Certificate which helps to prepare pupils for their GCSE studies. 
 
 
Helpful link:    http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/elc/step-up-to-english-5970 
 
 
Homework: 
 
Students are set a range of homework tasks each half term which focus on developing skills 
in the topic area under consideration. Each student is provided with a sheet containing a range 
of activities and is expected to choose a range of tasks suitable for them.  

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/elc/step-up-to-english-5970

